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a potential funding freeze for the
Weatherization Assistance Program. |
am very pleased that the Chairman was
able to obtain an additional $2 million,
at my urging, for the Weatherization
Assistance Program, increasing the FY
2000 funding level to $135 million.

Weatherization is an especially crit-
ical program to the Northeast-Midwest
region. It increases energy efficiency in
low-income homes, reducing energy use
by up to one-third. More than four and
a half million households have been
weatherized through this program over
the past twenty years. Weatherization
returns $1.80 in energy savings for
every dollar spent; and provides an ad-
ditional $0.60 in employment and envi-
ronmental benefits.

This year, 31 Senators voiced support
for an increase in weatherization fund-
ing. In light of recent forecasts of ris-
ing fuel costs, weatherization funding
has never been more critical. By pro-
viding targeted support in anticipation
of extreme weather conditions, we can
ensure the health, safety, and well-
being of millions of low-income fami-
lies, including the especially vulner-
able populations of low-income chil-
dren and elderly.

BRYAN AMENDMENT OF THE
INTERIOR APPROPRIATIONS BILL

Mr. SPECTER. Mr. President, | have
sought recognition to state my views
on the Bryan amendment regarding the
Timber Sales Management program
within the National Forest Service. |
am concerned about environmental
protection and safeguarding our Na-
tion’s Forests, providing that there is
an appropriate balance for economic
development and job opportunities.

My state of Pennsylvania has one of
the best run National Forests in the
country. The Allegheny National For-
est has some of the most valuable tim-
ber in the world, particularly its black
cherry, which is used internationally
for fine furniture and veneers. As an
above cost forest, the Allegheny re-
turns approximately $10 million to the
Treasury annually and generates $44
million in total income and an esti-
mated 732 jobs. The rural Pennsylvania
counties that surround the Allegheny
National Forest substantially rely on
these revenues to fund their local
school systems.

The Bryan amendment would provide
the Timber Sales Management Pro-
gram with the level of funding re-
quested by the Administration. This is
the program that funds the important
work that is done to ensure that all
timber cutting in our National Forests
is done in an environmentally appro-
priate manner. The program is vital to
restoring, improving and maintaining
the health of our National Forests and
it ensures that forests fully comply
with the National Environmental Pol-
icy Act (NEPA). Further, the amend-
ment would take the $32 million dollars
that was added to this program by the
Senate Interior Appropriations Sub-
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committee and would use the money to
continue road maintenance and to con-
duct biological surveys of the National
Forests.

I am convinced that we must con-
tinue to manage our National Forest
system in a fiscal and environmental
responsible manner. On final consider-
ation, | believe this amendment strikes
a fair balance between the efficient use
of our National Forests and the fund-
ing of environmental programs that
are vital to enhance the public’s use
and enjoyment of our national forests
for many years to come.

COLD WATER FISH HABITAT

Mr. CRAPO. Mr. President, | thank
Senators GoRTON and BYRD for inclu-
sion of an amendment to provide fund-
ing for a voluntary enrollment, cold
water fish habitat conservation plan
(HCP) in the States of Idaho and Mon-
tana. This project is already authorized
under the Endangered Species Act
(ESA). Habitat Conservation Plans
(HCPs) were authorized in 1982 to allow
private landowners where endangered
species are found a chance to write
site-specific management plans and, in
some cases, allow other activity to
continue on those lands. A project
similar to this involving the Karner
Blue Butterfly in Wisconsin is consid-
ered an HCP success story.

In Idaho alone, of the 2,639,633 acres
of State-owned endowment land, over
half is bull trout habitat. Wise and pro-
ductive use of state endowment land is
essential to the funding of education in
Idaho and this use could be jeopardized
should it be called into question as a
‘““take”” under Section 9 of the ESA.
The large area comprising bull trout
habitat complicates not only natural
resource uses of the land, but the man-
agement strategy of involved agencies
in addressing habitat for the bull trout.
With the huge land area involved, the
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service in Idaho
concurs that a cooperative effort will
be necessary to effect management
practices to benefit the bull trout. The
States of ldaho and Montana have al-
ready been active in addressing bull
trout habitat needs—last year, they
spent nearly $1 million collectively to
promote bull trout recovery.

It is clear that a cooperative effort,
involving the States of ldaho and Mon-
tana, the USFWS, and private forest
owners will be necessary to address the
challenge of providing clean, cold
water for bull trout habitat. The for-
mulation of a voluntary enrollment,
state-wide HCP will provide the struc-
ture for this cooperation. HCPs have a
proven record of creating tangible ben-
efits that aid in species protection and
this HCP would both protect bull trout
habitat and responsible land use. For
an HCP to be approved, the Secretary
must find that those party to the
agreement will ‘““to the maximum ex-
tent possible, minimize and mitigate
the impacts of * * * taking’’ of the spe-
cies in question.
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In recent hearings that | have held
on HCPs in my subcommittee, numer-
ous scientists have testified to the ef-
fectiveness of HCPs in furthering on
the ground improvements to the habi-
tat of threatened and endangered spe-
cies. The funds provided for in this
amendment will be used to fund data
collection an organization for the
States to come together and negotiate
the HCP. The negotiated HCP would in-
clude state-owned endowment lands
and private lands enrolled voluntarily
by the landowner. To arrive at the spe-
cific terms of such an agreement, a
concerted effort will be needed to accu-
mulate data and facilitate discussions
that can lead to a consensus-based so-
lution supported by all interested par-
ties.

The States of Idaho and Montana,
nor the USFWS, cannot shoulder this
funding burden alone. The funds pro-
vided for in this amendment are ur-
gently needed. In addition to the over-
whelming task of addressing bull trout
habitat issues, the USFWS has been pe-
titioned to list the west-slope cut-
throat trout and the Yellowstone cut-
throat trout. We seek, in partnership
with the USFWS and the private sec-
tor, funding to develop an innovative
HCP that can be a ‘““‘win’’ for kids, for
species, and for responsible land use.

OEHS WEEK

Mr. ENZI. Mr. President, the first Oc-
cupational and Environmental Health
and Safety, OEHS Week, August 30
through September 3, 1999, is a re-
minder that while workers are safer
than they used to be, injury, illness—
even death—in the workplace is still an
unfortunate reality.

The American Industrial Hygiene As-
sociation, a not-for-profit society of
professionals in the field of occupa-
tional and environmental health and
safety, sponsors OEHS Week and plans
for it to become an annual event. The
goal is to bring a greater awareness of
workplace and community health
issues to the public. The theme, “Pro-
tecting Your Future . . . Today,” high-
lights the far-reaching nature of occu-
pational and environmental safety’s
impact on the public.

““We chose Labor Day weekend as the
perfect time to remind workers, man-
agement and the community at large
that workplace safety affects everyone.
Even one fatality on the job is one fa-
tality too much,” says AIHA President
James R. Thornton.

“But beyond that, we are concerned
with overall safety. We want all em-
ployees to consider their workplace en-
vironment, even in offices that other-
wise may seem extremely safe. For in-
stance, is your workstation
ergonomically sound? Is your chair
comfortable? Do you take occasional
breaks to stretch? Is your computer
monitor at the proper angle? All of
these things can add up to the dif-
ference between working safely and a
work-related injury or illness.
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